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When someone is in love, we are told that they are as close to being crazy as 
one can become. !ey lose all rationale and actually remove themselves from 
the real world, unintentionally of course. there is always the “what-if.”
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twinkle in the eye. It is interesting that we ridicule those 
in this stage, but many times I believe that this is because 
we envy this person and secretly wish it were us. Why 
do so many of us love movies about this? We long for 
the unpredictability and excitement that being in love 
brings with it.We are crazy to some extent in this stage. 
Sometimes there is an imbalance of power seen here. 
We give up power and lots of it if this relationship is 

one-sided. Submission to the other person is given 
willingly and totally. !e Percy Sledge song of the 70s, 
“When a Man Loves a Woman” so aptly depicts this. 
!e song states that “when a man loves a woman, he 
can’t keep his mind on nothing else.” He would give us 
his comfort and sleep out in the rain if she asked. If we 
are married and this is an illicit a"air, why do we do it? 
It is to force a change in the relationship, to prove that 
there is still someone who desires us, to relieve boredom 
in the cold, impersonal world, or we might be doing it 
for revenge because someone has stepped out on us.

Maybe we feel that there is a perfect love somewhere 
out there for us. Sometimes people do it because they 
feel that their sex like has gone to pot or that they have 
some kind of ax to grind with their spouse. Or just 
maybe they do it because they feel time is running out 
on them.!e eros stage will usually burn itself out in a 
few months and the relationship will end altogether or 
it will enter the second stage or face of love. !is is the 
agape stage. !is area has little to do with passion and 
everything to do with commitment. !e couple becomes 
deeply bonded. 

!is happens because they have common 
ground. !eir If human reproductive behavior is 
a complicated thing, part of the reason is that it’s 
designed to serve two clashing purposes. On the 
one hand, we’re driven to mate. On the other hand, 
we want to mate well so that our o"spring survive. 
Many times the attraction starts because of some needs 
that the person has that he or she feels are not being 
met. Sometimes certain traits draw them to someone.            

A good example of this happens in the movie called 
“Fresh Horses”, with Molly Ringwald and Andrew 
McCarthy. Molly plays a sort of dumb, beautiful, 
charismatic blonde, who is a high school dropout. She 
even talks in a needy, obsessive “feel sorry for me”way. 

She comes from an abusive background. Andrew, on the 
other hand, comes from a well educated, polished type 
of environment. He is still in college and seemingly his 
life is in order. He is about to marry into an upwardly 
mobile family. He stumbles into Molly’s life quite 
by accident and falls immediately in love. !is is the 
agape stage. !is area has little to do with passion and 
everything to do with commitment. !e couple becomes 
deeply bonded. Usually this happens because they have 
common ground. But it all ends with this feeling of 
love. So come on everyone, take a chance on love. Who 
knows which Mr. Right is out there for you. !e Game.

G 
etting married is easy —      a certi#cate, a 
minister or judge, and two people ready to 
say “I do” is all you need. Staying married 

is hard.Every single day, couples the world over face 
down the pressures and problems of keeping the bonds 
of matrimony tied tightly, and country stars are no 
di"erent. But for all the complications, Vince Gill and 
Amy Grant agree that the most important ingredient for 
a successful marriage is simply to be friends.

“Vince and I are great friends, and anybody who knows 
us has been able to see that,” Amy has declared. “It’s 
fabulous being married to your friend.”

“I think that as we got older, we both came to the 
conclusion that what really matters is companionship 
that really is moving and is touching and is inside of 
you,” agreed Vince. “I don’t plan on living the second 
half of my life like I lived the #rst half —        and I’m 
inspired by loving my friend.” In the #rst half of their 
lives, Vince and Amy were both married to other people 
—      but both those unions ended in divorce. !e couple 
now carries the lessons they learned into their marriage, 
begun in an elegant ceremony March 10, 2000.

Before welcoming the birth of their daughter, Corrina, 
now a year old, Vince and Amy #rst had to deal with 
integrating the children from their previous marriages. 

Vince already had a daughter, 
Jenny, now 20, from his marriage 

to Janis Gill, and Amy had 
three children, Matt, now 

14, 12-year-old Millie and 
Sarah, 9 with former 

husband Gary Chapman. 
Vince dealt with this 
new equation by 
opening his heart 
to his stepchildren. 

“I coached their softball teams and helped with some 
school functions,” he explains. “I’m trying to be a plus in 
their lives right now. !ey have a great father, and this is 
not an attempt to replace him or be a substitute for him. 
What’s important is to let them embrace me in their 
own time and their own way.” 

While many American couples deal with such issues, 
Vince and Amy also face new complications in their 
musical careers —for instance, now that they’re a team 
in life, should they be one on record? “I don’t think 
there’s any big rush to say, ‘Okay, now let’s be Steve and 
Eydie or Sonny and Cher,’ “ Vince chuckles. “We’re 
just enjoying being friends and husband and wife, and 
sharing in all these kids. 

!e careers will do what they’re going to do.” And so far, 
this couple’s celebrated marriage is doing #ne, thanks. 
Just ask Amy. “When people say ‘How is it?’ you want to 
hold up the scorecard: ‘10,’ “ she declares. “It’s great!”

Many times the attraction starts because of some needs 
that the person has that he or she feels are not being 
met. Sometimes certain traits draw them to someone. A 
good example of this happens in the movie called “Fresh 
Horses”, with Molly Ringwald and Andrew McCarthy. 

Molly plays a sort of dumb, beautiful, charismatic 
blonde, who is a high school dropout. She even talks 
in a needy, “feel sorry for me”way. She comes from an 
abusive background. Andrew, on the other hand, comes 
from a well educated, polished environment. He is still 
in college and his life is in order. He is about to marry 
into an upwardly mobile family. He stumbles into 
Molly’s life quite by accident and falls immediately in 
love. !us falling in love could not be simpler, if you 
ask me. But even though there are intensive di"erences 
themselves in these two people seem to be the attraction. 

!is couple is in phase I of love called the eros. !is 
stage has to do with passion. !is, of course, has 
everything to do with sexual feelings. Deep, strong 
yearnings are seen in this stage. It is here that the person 
has the mystical look, the star-struck gaze, and the 

“Common sense tells you 
that this relationship is on 
a collision course.” —Amy

“!e point is that the in 
love person will do almost 
anything many times even 
placing himself in danger.” 
  —Vince
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